STOP!
You're reading the wrong way!
This is the final page

This is Japanese manga - it is read from right to left. Go to
the other end of the book and start there. Enjoy!



About Rica Takashima

Rica Takashima was born in the Shinjuku neighborhood of Central
Tokyo. She graduated from the Art Department of Tokyo University of
the Arts.

In 1994 she founded Aozora/Bluesky Art in the trendy Harajuku
neighborhood of Tokyo. Currently, she is living and working in New
York City.

In 2003, she and Erica Friedman founded ALC Publishing in order to
publish lesbian manga with happy endings.

“Rica ‘tte Kan;ji!?” first published in Phryne, Anise magazines 1996-1998.

“‘More Rica ‘tte Kanji!?” published in Yuri Monogatari, Volumes 3, 4, 5.
2005-20009.

“Miho-chan’s Memories Part 1,” first published in Yuri Monogatari 6, 2010.
"Fight! Cutey Beret!" first published in R-Kids doujinshi, 1995.

"Grace & Miki’s Guide to Yuri" published in Women’s Review of Books, Fall
2011.

All other work is original for this collection.



Honorifics are endings to names and titles that Japanese people
use to indicate relationships between people Some of these are
used very commonly, some less so. Here are some of the most
common honorifics:

-san: Adding -san to the end of a name, like “Michiru-san,” is very
common. It indicates a “normal” level of respect and can be used in
the place of Mr. or Ms. by attaching it to a family name, as in
“Takashima-san.”

-chan: Adding -chan to a name indicates one of several things -
affection, closeness, or that the other person is younger than you, or
some other diminutive. -chan is often used between women, espe-
cially close friends, and parents and children. Although Rica calls
Miho, “Miho-san,” and Miho calls Rica “Rica-chan,” there’s nothing par-
ticularly unusual about this.

- kun: Where -chan is commonly added to girl's names, -kun, which
also indicates an inferior (by age or position,) is often added to boy’s
names. It's also used in offices by supervisors to address people
below them in rank regardless of gender.

-sama: This is an honorific that shows great respect on the part of
the speaker. It's sometimes used in the business world, but is way
more common in comics and cartoons than in real life.

-tan: a cutesy, childish way to say “-san.”

-sensei: This is a word that means “teacher” in Japanese, but is
used as a title of respect for many different occupations - Professor,
Teacher, Doctor, Artist, etc.

ALC Publishing preserves the honorifics attached to names because
we want to give you, the readers, the most authentic manga reading
experience possible. A Japanese audience would understand the
relationships these honorifics denote, and we hope that it will add to
your understanding of the characters, as well.



EF: This journey started nearly 20 years ago, before |
knew Rica, but the last 10 years or so, we've walked in a
~ kind of fated lockstep. | come up with an idea, and she

51 tells me that she had the same idea. Or she writes me
with an idea and | think, “Weird, that was just what | was
thinking about.” We’ve both felt our meeting was fate.
And what Rica said about the way she felt that publish-
ing Rica ‘tte Kanji!? seemed perfectly natural...| feel exactly the same
way.

A little over ten years ago, | had the idea to start publishing Yuri
manga, because no one else was. Now there is more Yuri than ever
before, in more languages than ever before and | still think there are
stories that haven’t been told yet. But if | never publish another book
again, I’'m proud of everything we accomplished here with Rica. | regret
nothing and have cherished every moment of the process - even the
ones that gave me heartburn. (laugh)

Although you can’t see me, personally, in the stories, the way you see
Rica, | am also always a little scared to put our work on display. It's not
always visible, but every manga is as much the work of the translators,
editors, layout people, retouch and letterers as it is the author. We all
hope you like it.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all our supporters and
friends at Yuricon with special shoutouts to Bruce, Sean, Serge,
Donna, Kelli for all the many years they’ve tromped around the globe
with me.

Thanks to everyone who has worked on ALC books over the years;
Erin, Takami, Diana, James, Paulette, Sparkle, and extra thanks to
Editor Ed for all his help.

I’d like to thank Rica for walking into a lesbian bar and becoming the
opening line of a joke that has changed my life.

Always first in my thoughts, | want to thank my wife, who not only puts
up with this, but encourages it. And, thank you...for reading our story.















RT: | glibly said that | started drawing manga because
nobody else was creating the kind | wanted to read, but the
truth is, | did have some misgivings about publishing it.

| think I'm the sort of person who's open about myself, but
trying to distill my thoughts into a form | can share with
others has been an adventure for me.

It's completely different from reading something that someone else has
created and then sharing their opinions and discussing your views on
them. It's more like you're standing naked on stage with a spotlight on
you and everyone staring at you.

When you're building on other people's works, it's like you're putting on
a costume they've already created and reciting the lines they've
already written. It's safe. But this? Deep down, it scared me. | won-
dered whether | should be drawing it at all. It was like stepping outside
of my safe zone.

But at the same time, | was also scared when | started doing a street
art exhibit, "Aozora Art," in the Harajuku pedestrian paradise. | wasn't
sure if what | was doing was all right, since nobody else was doing it.

Looking back on it now, | think that they were both times when | felt

| had to expose and define who | was and what | was thinking. | won't
get into the question of whether self-expression should be conscious

or unconscious, but | do think it involves overcoming the barriers

we've built up to exposing our true selves. | don't think | chose when
that would happen. It felt like it just sort of worked out that way....

| suppose a part of me wanted to take responsibility for my feelings and
my life.

Well, now you know that | actually have a serious, scaredy-cat side to
me, too!
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Rica Gallery IV

Doujinshi
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Rica Gallery I

Rica ‘tte Kanji

Rica TakasHiMA
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Rica Gallery I

Anise Covers
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Rica Gallery |

Anise Covers
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| hear that you

? go out with one girl

{ after another, Michiru

sn't it rough to
have the breakup
conversation,
though?

)

| don't have to
have a breakup talk,
because it's not
just one person's
decision

WV
‘@ﬂ R aes?

e e
i 1B\
Pon't you think
everyone should be
a philanthropist
and get along with
each other. After all,
the law says
we're all equal”™

That kind of thing'
gonna getcha
killed one day~!

so popular? Anyway, if | embrace
If | were to do that, |them strongly, it's OK!

I Provably Sprait B oy bl eseicihy Wiy

e i GD?’ ., \Lwork on my physical
JEE eSO PO conditioning!

L mekobl.fch;' ._i‘!‘s
3L

¥ Umekobucha: A type of drink, flavored with ume (
and kobu (seaweed)

Michiru-san's
really popular,
aren't you~

Yeah, but you're
ignoring the

"true" me

Really?

n reality,
| prefer plain,
average women...

Aren't you always
with cute,
beautiful women?

What's your
REAL TYPE,
Rica-chan?

| like average
wormen too...

| don't care so much,
as long as they're
more interested
in helping children,
than falling in love~




Oh, [ There's this
43} place |

law school? always go to

| have a
natural
gift for £
memori- &g
zation

Of course -
£\

D
\

| will...

\

| memorize o - { This is her first -|
the favorite foods, —=_ \ 0Ok

| time here, s0 one

drinks and \ special, please.
| forget & {"\\ brands of So I'l have my
when I've girls | like cool~ usual...
been dumped{ \\ "N right away vV Zu )
pretty quickly, ' B fag |l
\] Ik
I'run for an hour A few hours later
in the morning .
Health first, \(44ay, Wwith the . ;;_ :.m Quetﬁﬁ
it builds golf club leader! o T m pretty
: It's like going Then Ml take 0 drunk...
physical : h e\ I'm not sure
strengthl )‘, to the gym you home £} * LA\ | can walk
in the car. Av i Al
v A\ Or, do you % ,ff; A
\ want to come
to my place?

Take a few

days off...

working Why are you

so intense,
Michiru?

‘a non-alcoholic
drink..

213 Really safe driver



Ah, this
name has
romance in
the future,
that's so
nice”™

So, when
you do
you want
to go out
on a date

She's got
my real
name

and cell
number...

1 /)

Recently,
I've downloaded
an app that tells
fortunes
from
full
names.
It's
really
accurate?

me your full name,
birthday and
email address

Ah, put your cell

Y number in,

| recently
got a
girlfriend!

5mce Kaya-chan's so

cute, | don't | want to

let anyone else have her,
you know?

When's good for me

to call you~?

Michiru, are you a stalker, or what!?

Massage is one of
my specialties,
(7 Y=< You know
' a Here, let
.‘; Y me have a
look at
A your hand

Right!?
How about
your neck
and
shoulders?

A N,

Chihiro-chan,
the nape
of your neck
is very
beatiful

Do you want
to go

somewhere |
where the ¢

two of us
can be alone?

)

/
Thank _
you~ Wo~w
Michiru-chan
You're
~ . ":_‘ like a Pro
\'J
W)
Mm-
Your
Tuyyp > Shampoo
u~ smells

nice...
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.Non;, really...\ gn?

; What kind of
:n rlghdschoof |sports do you
played po Gaf, do?
music, "
but.... s LT
i .y
4
1
E
i Is that so? ‘
Eh~ That's... | just thought that
since you are so
j W“at, bright and healthy.
0 you piay, that you must

4
\ A
i’ <

Michiru-san?/

play sports!

(4
all

= Jh
af,

y &

- | play golf.
| have
a really
firm grip
because
of that,
see

How about
we go for
a drive holding

(u W hands
W W like
il this?

\‘\\i\

Now a member
of a Golf Club

No wonder
she's
populari!

—

In High School,
was on the

\ &

This is
Michiru-san




SAVING HER FOR LATER SAME AS ALWAYS

. Really? You're
Who This That's so beautiful,
should NS next Naho.
| y ii,'\.'}" gl!’l _ And
L ill you're the
* ¥/ be cutest
! m girl I've

ever met.

v =~ 40th~

| want | want
to get to to know
kniow you all about

tO0. you,
anyong
else in

the world!

W Okay, Il Really? You This is
.she save Rica said that Sl TS t}.'le ﬁfﬁt
canbe for a when Nl time T've
number special we met . =7 fallen for
50! occasion... a year ; . someone
- ago — A who
g5 wasn't
too. | pury . already
U into
DIESEL
s N q.*
MICHIRU STILL HAS A LOT TO | - 210

LEARN ABOUT LOVE...



IN HIeH SCHOOL

[}
Yeah, Hmm
guys
just '
don't { (| )
get - s’

girls. "

Z>rIN-CA-IN—-=

Well, | bet

Hahaha. these guys
will never
et a
Serves woian to
them go to bed
right.... with them,
egither-

= — | ﬁ
P

You know, . = o

you never . What's fo
think about i‘ wrong? e
my feelings - Do you o

TN

when we're .’ feel

You're all
I think about,
Yu-Yul!

Y That's weird.

Most &irls

come when
| do that..

MICHIRU DOESN'T KNOW MUCH
209 ABOUT WOMEN, EITHER!



STILL IN HER HEART

I e il |
: Took :
! o™ Iwish @
« Ooff | at least :
! hada ,
. girlfriend~»
1
L]
1
| ]
]
'
. If only
you were
still alive.
Miko-chan...

h'-v-tli-l W OEE W A W M W 3 WO YW W W

_You should ,

— I s

H e
FIFFIN FT & R W @ W e w

MARIKO-'NEESAN

HAS BEEN
ACTING KINDA Ileft
WEIRD the TV

LATELY...

It was just
a dream,

How OLD IS SHE?

Ah - Alrl-chan.
you can go home
now, All the

custorers are gone. are you

’
1
1 _ all right?
| ]
n
'

Good job!
I'm going to rest
a little longer
and then head
home myself.

Oh no..! | forgot g
to take of f my

makeup last A

night!

MARIKO-'NEESAN
was BOEN

WONT SOMEONE PLEASE G0 OUT WITH HER?

* SHOWM 30'5 - THIS IS THE TRADITIONAL JAPANESE
DATING METHOD, EQUIVALENT TO BETWEEN 1955 - 1964,
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AN ALTERNATE CAREER
s ——]

Z>OMMZ—OA—A>S

| She asked
! ; me to gll'l.fg
“ipe 1 herback
ships S hor koy.
...... uh__huh
O
{She's testing -
you, that's a“) i
Magae-chan.
That's
k : Why 5}13
%4  suggested
ou break
up.
—u L ]
ﬁ ‘ :. 3 :
N (Y RA
\ o . '=:.§,5."'- } [
! kﬂew , [=T=T=] yau
it! working
o as a =
) therapist
But yﬂur
talent or”y ?f.r s
manifests
when you've
been
{ drinking

Sign: Fortune Teller
207 Gah!
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o . v o L

o o
& 0
o
S S
[e] ri’a
T well, it §
>N looks like | o,
N ;he; nf;t &V .“,,QT ks
1 genera-
tion can ‘ﬁhl.l‘ \l i
finally realized
& take over the true
for us.
Now that Ve Ty
things have ,'I'// .
f{‘ ; it does, like they'll
Mr. be just
Magritte. fine, Mr.
fwant t

Lautrec.

vV

finally
relax now.

I\

®
Cb = Hokusa

&
|

era
b _-"L. hag
ok,
er
§]

o

<>)//The fate

of art on
Earth

rests safely

S

s &



i‘”f‘fhat'ﬁ\
right!!
And look
at all the |
friends | '
we've




>4 That is what |
%) opens our |
earts...
setting
us free...
| see now,
Picasson-
samall
It's a )
superweapon!! ;




Drawing!
Stop
Enjoying

2.7 | The joy of
“ | creation,
P {evy) t he
love and
T El;at passion
we have

what
sets for art..

our




I OAAVEY

Nothing

Weapons aren't 28
the answer, can q_ug” Ao Beret
Beret-oneesamal our passion showed
Self-expression for art us how
isl! We have now! fun art
to defeat the can be!l ~
AAA with our T
passion \ L
for art!l @i *
A - il 2304
. - (z) (h
| o v
 An ARTIST ™
is a person ' &’} 2
—J who can oy
’. ® express
' themselves That's right!
anytime Emi, Ai,
: O and ~ stand up
any- LI 2\ and
' wherell express
U yourselves!

That's
what it
means to

be an
ARTIST!

Even if an artist is
dying or in pain...
they can express

themselves...

Only our love
and passion
weapons, for art can
self- defeat our
expression... ehermy...




=) Ah...
I'm sorry...
HA HA HA!! Cutey Beret...

=) LUM p@{_“j will be

no more...

Picasson-sama...
we just can't...
save the Earth

with art...




Color
Pencil




by Rica Takashima
X
Aozora Sisters

It's the

—~— T~

~3S0QSTOTWV

The Deeply
l ’ te Moving Finale!

The Story So Far:

An evil force menaces the children of Earth:
the Army of Academic Achievement. Other
planets are sending warriors to fight them.
Ai has come to Earth from Planet Art,
leaving her lover, Mie, behind.
There, she met Emi, an Earthling. 198
This is a record of their battles as CuteyBeret.




PLAYTIME

f 4

BERET...

5

CUTEY

I'VE COME TO

ELIMINATE

YOU...




We won't let the law
limit our relationship.
We trust each other,

and we'll keep working
to change things.

O~

LET'S 60O 5 S
GET A HOTEL

ROOM, Al hh’.

Vrg

)

We're Oﬂly
in Znd grade' but
o we want to get
“% married. We can't wait

until we're grown up!

Has the
time come
for our
final

battle...I?

i

THIS ENDS \(& 4
BERET!
Y...You're
the Kfng of

G

e
%

6

MOpBUS ep Y



. TRIANGLES

WARRIORS OF ART )_\

Cutey Beret

ARE OMN THE SCEMNE!




them the |_

power

| to show
H of

POWER OF
BEAUTY AND




This is a work of art called
“Love Love Ceremony."
It's about the freedom to marry.

You see, same-sex
couples can't marry in Japan,
and the Diet won't even pass a bill
to let married couples have
separate family names.

The message we want to send
here is that all loving
couples should have

a chance at happiness!

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT HTTP://AOZORAARTLOM

\Wwe [ove
each other

married
behind my
back?

WE'VE BRAINWASHED
THE DIET MEMBERS.
THEY'LL NEVER
PASS THE BILL!

You can't
tell us
what to

T

N

IAHAHAHA!
“hvor M
TIME!!

A\’




r’Huma_,,s

have a
long
way

to go,

huh?




)éﬁson-ﬁama
please send

me to
Earth!
| promise I'i
work hard!

/ o >
| Yknow, sorme \ ( n\
| strange light | can't
| came out of Ml fight send

that stick || the AAA you

as part
of

/ ) ' DOING!

191 )) //



You like
Ai better,
don't you?

forget all
about Ai Y

You're supposed
to bring art supplies
to the children today!
| come to check
on you when they
never turn up and
what do | find?!

interrupt
just when
things are
getting good,
Picasson-
sama...

You're
always

having sex
when you
should be
working!
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Back on Planet Art, Mie is jealous...

b

We're th

Warriors
of Art,
CUTEY BERET!

b

looks just
like me

- \ SR D4mzIC T
Q -

Why is she ool N,
wearing such \

s
a revealing - .

1
N

\

J.
4 | -

AT
L 2
: i j; Is she

~J W ’f W/~ cheating on

/\ o mﬁev:-ﬂgh
/&n /1
6 /7//9//& Aé‘;@%;

Aﬂ

by Rica Takashima

srartmg

¥another*

chapter

ANCcutey

Aozora 5!51;3!‘5

@D v CD

Aion Mie on

Planet Art Planet Art

‘ ¥ They z,

“"‘ﬁiﬁ"

Cutey “E
- Bprptf o mi on
Ai on ";
Earth 11y N Earth

189

Beret~

The Story So Far:

An evil force menaces the children of Earth:
the Army of Academic Achievement. Other
planets are sending warriors to fight them.
Ai has come to Earth from Planet Art,
leaving her lover, Mie, behind.

There, she met Emi, an Earthling.

This is a record of their battles as CuteyBeret.



I

I-I can't. Qur leader has F ] Nov
Or | = Now,

brainwashed the top bring back "
officials. You should give Else! our
up on the Hokoten. Hokotenl

Sure, the Harajuku
Hokoten is gone,
but | bet people

are still doing
street art in

) other places!

I-is that the
Manhattan

skyline?
[r

WO LAWWIOZOY MMM/ /- diLB jANIINO L2 LINGd 4O SANVLGEHNI SHL 133W NED NOA




T Ny 0202020

WARRIORS O QART §

utey Beret#
APPRARY -

-

clay

' sablé
Fbrushes
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—
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S\nurlillien
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Yes,

{ it's time

to take
out the
trash.

i It looks like we

need to save

| these kids first,

before we can
bring back
the Hokoten.




( Sign on Overpass: Let's follow the rules
Harajuku § so we can have an orderly society

"~ They're
letting

Hokoten

It's true.

cars the
through. Hokoten
; is

TOO LATE! WE'RE
ENROLLING EVERY CHILD
FROM THE HOKOTEN

S

?u‘l-’l}

—
T
vy

done anything _
rona! We just W
love the ;




Al and
Emi
have

exhibited

their own
street art,

Harajuku
et up Peek-a-Bo

i . 113
ards where they : Hokoten.
can take ' T | v
"ACTORA GRADUATION commemorative ['ve

AND hotos of people, never
ENTRANCE CEREMONY" involving them modeled

paloral L

"ORDER MADE FAMILY"

"INSTANT GENDERY . in the
reation  process...

{ . na sorry
- 0 Ton always
1 late, Boss

.and helped T F, - 4 > !

participants > | passers b.y
become : W involved in
protagonists | "APOLOGY 4§ § dtadd - - h "sketch

n their own ART" - 2 rallies”...

manga, with :

the theme

‘'m sorry for

erything | did

this year.” "HOKOTEN
SKETCH RALLY"

trying
to take
away
our
Hokoten!

‘lﬁ""

™

) \
» )
\'._ 0

SO AR, \



It's amazing she's still
s0 coherent after all
she's had to drink.

They tried to foist contaminated food
on Africa in the guise of aid (ODA)
and bury nuclear waste in Mongolia.
Rumor has it that the pencils on the

AAA leader's head are small
nuclear weapons that require |
plutonium to make. mese—»
That's why the AAA wants
people to keep using
nuclear power.

"Hokoten" is
short for
"Hokousha Tengoku," which
means "pedestrian paradise."
The Hokoten in Harajuku, Tokyo
is a place where street . |
dancers, bands, street . ~ 7
performers, and so on - O -

all come together. It's at- | \
the forefront of Japanese
LN - street culture.
Al

FLL ExPLAIN

THEY'RE CLOSING
THE HOKOTEN?

ﬁﬁ?nﬁ v 818 o3PS ;

SIEN WITH .&E’;?OW: QOF‘F’GNEI



The Army of Academic Achievement

is spending a lot of money
to brainwash people
Who cares if our Iy Japan =a theyl
grandchildren accept nuclear power, too.
i D 1 . .
L;:I'E-, ii 5‘;’7 ol :;d;m s They're brainwashing
| politicians, academics,

nuclear plants so |

: < < .
we can continue the media, and even
to enjoy lives

of luxuryl % 1A the common people...

| can get a
free game if | make
a poster about nuclear
power! I'm gonna

They're even having children
draw posters in school
that say nuclear power
is safe. The Ministry of

the Environment is
running a contest, with prizes.

This area is safe!

They told everyone that the radiation
wouldn't damage their health. They didn't
make the real data public at the time when
people most needed to know about it.

Instead, they waited for half a year, and A

then snuck it onto their website. <+ n
They raised the acceptable food =) “Authority”
contamination levels to the heights

they would be at during
nuclear war, and let people eat food

that wouldn't otherwise have
been considered safe.

So it's all
right for us
to stay here?

If it's safe,
why is he in
that suit?

AL !l

~
She should have
asked him that,
but no Japanese
people will do that...

fjl‘
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Nuclear waste is
harmful to all living
things, and it remains
radioactive for tens

Funny how
drinking seems
to make her more

All nuclear tests
and nuclear

knowledgeable... . power do is
i create waste
o that pollutes
% "I° \ the Earth.
.ul\ \\
For example, over 700,000¥ people were
T - killed as a result of the Chernobyl
R disaster of 1986. The nuclear
ol R R reactor was enclosed in a
N = concrete sarcophagus, but mere
R IR T TN decades later, the concrete
Y| N - e has broken down enough that
& D | radiation has started leaking out.
=Y o | BN et M AR | O S O =R -
S 1 1 They say that 80%* of the
R H = children of Belarus developed
Rl SANPNGT & KI0ERE 1T diseases like thyroid cancer
k3 '/,;,T-f*’ S A because of the radiation.
This is what
Th-that's the surgery _y
horrbl scar looks like. N
orripie... They call it a R K
"Chernobyl W\
necklace'... URIR

*Publisher's Note: Numbers are not verified



another
chapter

o » By Rica Takashima and
s way’?

the Aozora Art Sisters
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Ber’ét

© e r0nr 50 e

Chapter 3

Plaet Art Planetg AN EVIL FORCE MENACES THE CHILOREN OF EARTH:
AN i, THE ARMY OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT. OTHER PLANETS ARE
' " sramaform SENDING WARRIORS TO FIGHT THEM.
! i  into Cutey 3 g Al HAS COME TO EARTH FROM PLANET ART,
oo LEAVING HER LOVER, MIE, BEHIND. THERE, SHE MET EMI,
Planet Earth Planet Earth AN EARTHLING. THIS 1S A RECORD OF THEIR BATTLES

AS CUTEY 8ERET,



successfully
conducted

a nuclear

Nomo, from
Planet
Sports,
is promoting
peace
between
Japan
and the
United

letting
go of you

WMZ——_AAXmz 0T »>> mIH rr—3 —»IS

G oo

IE

My beoke

o0 T

molc%@?a

all
OV ER

Asic.

and the
warriors
from
Flanet
Anime are
working
hard
all over

A the
world!

v rme
ene ofF
rHe yHoov.

s Art

really this

powerless?

S5 2
ere,

there.

Flease

calm
o down,. i <
SR &
L P :::‘ . .J'- ':‘:
v ad hd ‘. ‘. .'

V'\J .': .I
oy




? -5 about QN . & ARE
to conduct /. ~4 3 % THE
a nuclear \{ &f' g ' FRENCH
, weapons B3 103 NUCLEAR
AL PIORTEN, & WEAPONS

\ P F TESTS
your THE

1 leader WORK

is! OF THE

f

| VoLV ! AAA??

If the tests go
forward, the rest of
the world will hate

our country.

Please save us.
Beret-oneesamal

Please stop
them!

Will we
make it
in time?
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Thank you,
Cutey Beret!
'm going to keep
on painting from
the heart, even
if I'm no good
at it!




WARRIORS OF ART,

Cutey Beret!

TRAMUSFORMED!

You're trying to steal
children's freedom and

dreams! You won't get away
with this!!




Ai, let's
kick some

But..that's
called the
Country
of Art,
isn't it?

Faris

it looks
like we're
headed for

next.

Paris Elementar

Y
Art Department}

m

paint the
way | want!

—

.

Teacher,
stop it -
what's wrong
with my
picture?

-------

.....

It doesn't
look a

thing like
herl!

You need to
add more
shadows!
Go on now,
do as | say!

—



Huh? He
already
surrendered?

I've come from
Planet Film to
defeat the Army

——
e

I'_

g v RLP " N - T T 1
i Ao o oy
g s B R e

Achievement.

iy e P
o T C
So, the Nice to '_'-:— i
evil has meet you! [ ~
spread We're from E—"m p =
Planet Art. {40 ° /' to introduce \x

I o rh 5

E-‘_ :—‘_;.. myself, ladies. |2

by 'mthe o

God of
Gamblers.*

#-God of GamBers is an
action novie fron -Hgge. Eona

o wm am o mE W R W W W mow W W

HA/ I'm gonna be E The AAA has come @éfm
\,\A . an actress - to Hong Kong to
Y\P‘ : Wh?ﬂ ! growup- | 1 force children to
ﬁgﬁrt] tﬁ‘::; i study. They want
(( | with you, . to take the joy
God of > of movies away
Gamblersl! : from them! -

I'm sure | can Noo =
count onyoull \ Ao L] :
Studies are o
important,
but so is
discovering
what you
love to dal!

Haad:s,éﬁd: Vle'fc; 3 Book: L-at.ffr"_a Study Method
for Good Children

T e




The AAA is
bullying a child! | hink
We have to someone
go stop them! neue;:fs

that but,
more

STUDY THIS!
IT WILL BE ON
THE TEST!

GQUIET, YOU! i
YOLI NEED TO m

Sorry about

“DUTRAQT M~ ZMT

Pt e e e e Pt A P

4 _ART uFo ®

How'd we

get here
S0 \
quick? g




never |
letting
you go!

y

. r
LT @ \ .
ECEANS 75;)‘/\/@ \

"y Il‘-|_' b

|JWe're finall
together

| What do

you think
“\You're doing?!
i) Are you
i) adykeor f:
\:gomething?!\

........
..........
..........

Ouchies.

Al ytey

x

Apnzora Sisters

@ 9 Beret-

Flanet Art | Flanat Art

The Story So Far:
An evil force menaces the children of Earth:
the Army of Academic Achievement. Other
planets are sending warriors to fight them.
Ai has come to Earth from Flanet Art,
leaving her lover, Mig, behind.
There, she met Emi, an Earthling.
This is a record of their battles as CuteyBeret.
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Back on
Flanet Art,
Mie was
already
cheating

know it
would
work so

And that was how Ai, from Planet Art, and Emi,
from FPlanet Earth, first met. Their quest to
defeat the Army of Academic Achievement

was just beginning!

WAIT FOR ME, MIE!

I'M GOING TO
TAKE DOWN THE AAA, 4 2 dl
! { | )
AND THEN I'M COMING ( Al S5 // AAA,

BACK HOME TO You!!

on Ai... '

iAllead ‘ON) ivvY 2y 1ea4ap 03 1ybju pue Aep bujaybyy aie ueyo-jwig pue ueyo-ly

)
WHY DID YOU
SUDDENLY
BURST INTO
FLAMES?
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show you
& good timel

To Be Continued....?



Now, OFF WITH You!

will come
back as
s00hn as

have a
sketch-
book,

too.




Don't even \g

IT UP TO
HERE

SENDIN
YOU TO

THE OTHER £ \\ planet Musi.e |
BUT THE AAA PLANETS (o ' e RIGHT Now,
DOESN'T FIGHT FAIR! ARE /r“*i-/’ = A GROUP OF
THEY'RE SUPPRESSING ,/ SENDING 2.« EVIL-DOERS
CHILDREN'S TALENTS WARRIORS

AND DESIRES IN THEIR A, (é?d CALLED THE
QUEST TO CREATE T FROM Planet ARMY OF
AtNEoRw srecs.. » AN, T Bon &3 ACADEMIC

s 'Plar\e:t
O . A  Uiterature -ACHIEVEMENT
IS TRYING

- Plangt l?ashlor\ * TOTAKE
OVER

PLANET

EARTH!

J;;n't |

When you
at least get to
take Mie Earth,
with me? you must

find a
N human

this
beret.

THE TWO

OF YOU \
NEVER GET § Your partner
ANYTHING ¢ will be enthralled

with the beauty
of art, and
will agree to

fight the
AAA with you. il
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WORKING!

INSTEAD |

FIND YOU
HERE, DOING
FILTHY THINGS!

YOU NEVER
DO ANYTHING
ELSE! NO
WONDER
EVERYONE THINKS
PLANET ART
IS FULL OF
INCOMPETENTS!




by Rica T:kashlma
Takaml Koka




EF: So, I read Fight! Cutey Beret! and wanted to add it to this
collection. Tell us a little about when you first drew it and
what you thought about it being published now. It’s still very
relevant.

RT: In 1995, | had the opportunity to meet a lot of “erotic

. manga” artists. And, they had a circle called R-Kids, which
produced doujinshi (self-published comics). | was invited to
draw some comics for them. The others were producing
derivative works based on anime and manga, for an adult audience,
with risque art and themes. In those days, my partner in art, Ai-chan,
had her eye on work by older manga artists and would draw layout
and storyboards she had memorized in those styles. | would ink the
rough drafts, and then students who came in and out to work would
apply the tones. It was actually a lot of fun. Thinking about the dou-
jinshi we made then, | feel very cheerful. When we went to Comiket
(a large comic-selling event in Tokyo) as vendors for the first time, it
was like "We sold doujinshi!" We were surprised.

After we did that for about two years, the circle broke up, so the truth
is, | never expected that last chapter to be published. Even though it
was the long-awaited, deeply moving final chapter. (laugh) So, it was
like the Phantom Manga, and | couldn't truly imagine that Erica want-
ed to put it in this book. | think my artwork and the story might be
unclear to readers. It mixes things together like Harajuku culture and
a story about nuclear bombs. If someone can read it now and find it
interesting, | will be very happy.

EF: | read it and thought it was interesting! And with the old school
manga references mixed together with the nuclear energy story
(something that is once again very relevant to Japan) | thought it
made a perfect addition to this collection. I'm glad the world can read
that long-awaited, deeply moving final chapter. (laugh)
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So...
let's go play some
dodgeball together!

Why don't you help
out my team?
5 o'clock
at the children's center,
we're going to
have a match.

Please
Well~ help us out...
| guess
| don't have a
choice~

What on
earth...




He's a good kid, What does
Like, this.. -
I'm going to |

.......................................................................
.....

................
........................................................
........

...................................................
.................................................

LD when | get bigger,
I'm going to
G s get a real car
and we'll e RSt just like that and
come here
and get you

go on a drive
together.

=l So, cheer up!

It's not like you
to be down...
$0...UM...

.....
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Oh yeah,
what did
you want?

Yesterday

Usako-chan got angry and so

stupid! did Miho-chan and(  Miho-chan
. and Usako-chan
they had a fight! \ .
Miho-chan kissed!

didn't even
apologize, she
just went homel

..I'm already

even though

that happened,
you and me are
totally friends!

in third grade,
and these are

my friends, but
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S

Wow!
You made those?
They look
pretty good!

And there's

Green Tea

double chocolate, filled

too!

We usually
only have
plain™




Miho's acting
a little strange~

Right now

| understand. ]:? she's in
I'll go look. \ her room
reading

a book...

What on earth

is going on??77 I'm terribly sorry

about my mother.

Won't you please
take a seat?
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N

Miho...that kid.
Don't sit there
and play games
by yourself

Hurry up
‘ and do your
homework!

What is
going on?

o AR
Ene

She's sitting

at her desk

She's just
doing her
homework,
isn't she

WHAT' 3 COING ON?
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Let's run away

e

from home
- g together!

Usa-chan's

xxxxxx
.......

Usa-chan,
you meaniel

158




| wonder
what

happened
toit

P!?

I'd completely

forgotten that
pressed flower. .

Speaking of which

157
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We'll make a
pressed flower
out of your

important flower,

The flower ring
wilted...

/ A Miho-chan.

Like that.

e,

| Place it between
-~ two folded

. T W — T @ A T s NN $#Er T EEE T T T B S T s wmm 3

It's called
"pressing
flowers."

We'll put it in a thick,
heavy book.
Let it dry for
about a month,
\ and it'll stay beautiful
for a very
long time
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Now that
Miho has this ring,
everything is good!

—

If we do this,
our fingers

turn red!

:
:
ko




give you
this in
returm.

something
s0 nice?
Are you
sure?




| made a
promise ring.
Give me
your hand.

D This hand.
The same hand
¢& Mama and Papa
€& wear matching
rings on.
Don't you
know that?




Meaniemeanie!

Miho-chan,
when we grow up,

let's live together.

Mm, okay.

We'll be on a

great

adventure




......

\—PATATATATATA

Miho,

where's your

"I'm home" 17
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When you
grow up,
you'll get
marrie~ed!

wants to be
Miho-chan's
bride tooo~!

Usa-chan can't
marry
Miho-chan!!
'‘Cause
Miho-chan's
a girl!!
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You two are We just bumped

lovebirds-

by accident!!

;;;;;;;
O DY = DN D | 0 | [ | T i T
G,

|

Mari-chan,
Please

‘Cause Miho-chan's
just like a boy...
She's got short hair,

she's rﬂui/
48




Miho-chan,
are you
all right?

If you died,
I'd be scolded
by Mama

| thought
for a second
that you

just a little
surprised.

Usako-chan,
are you

------




give you a y !
big hug and ' Chie-nee-nee
Miho will be ; will...

Miho-
chanl!




Where, where... There, there

Let big sis Let's play together.

It's better
when you're
cheerful,
Miho

That'll be fun, won't it?

| scraped
my knee,
it hurts~

Yay! Look,
your knee wasn't hurt,

because the pants

protected it.
o

Big sis
will sew it up

for you.

Ah, you didn't
scrape yourself,
only the pants
are ripped.
145



"—"'—"‘_

You've gotten

You've worn a hole in mud all over

your pants againl? everything
again~~l
Ay
-/
You Just stop Don't you J
those legs run away~!

from moving...!

- 7
wr

— —

Chie-
nee-tan!*

 — — —
“omze-lan.” is a childish version ol
“nue-san, shorl o "ongec-san”
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S
*chan' - is an hoanorific commonly used for (and by) girls and childeen ~** An aftark from a popubar children's cartoon



AMC s s mls mcon’®a AR
Miho-chan’s M

@
emories
Part 1

;;;;
i S¥E
T Rl

== by Rica
» Takashima
translated )
Erin Subramanian
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Let's try

~and go to
? \Hokkaido!

Chie-nee covered
| wonder

if the milk

is delicious?

in mud,

| don't want to

admit to it yet!

And crabs
are really




She's not fit to be a dairy

.
"

| could see cows
at your home.

It's raising
farmer! It's the worst!

You know what
it's like?

It was a little
place, but
not gloomy... TN

There \ \ // It was a

were Huuuu~~~~~~ge
*tong* cattle ranch!
of It's Hokkaido,
cows! after all!

How much | wanted to get
away when | was little

In other words...

Miho-san, there was

you want to go Ah, sheesh, - no time to rest..
see them? I'm talking about 4
the past... |

which is why
| never go home
to my parent's
house in

Shizuoka...

It's in my
head now!!

\\_/




Wanna see
Want to see

seel

That's a pretty
big gap of years A
between you, huh? »

Mm, there's 13 years \ A" Shf‘aﬁ ?lreaﬁ_jé 56,
difference between us. \ < _ wit rour Kids...
As a result \! o e | can't believe it!
Chie-nee was kind of -
like a mother to me... o
4 = L b i
: K
ﬁ;“f"é‘ e
“__g- i i
< -~ '
N L o
3 -EA
54
( - She lived with our parents,
- to help with the farming
and went to Hokkaido University
R > to study agriculture
"‘“ % £ and while there got married
to a student.




Miho-sa~an

There's a letter for you!

From your sister in Hokkaido

It was just her
birthday,
it's probably
because of the
present | sent.
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NO MATTER IS NOT

e
B MHO was Too
SCARED TO ASK
RICA, *DO YOU
THINK YOU'LL WANT
TO HAVE KIDS

WELL.UM.. ¢
T was Just
THINKING THAT
GRILLED FISH
WOULD BE NICE
FOR DINNER.
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THE CHILDREN
HERE DON'T KNOW
EACH OTHER, SO

¥ THEY'VE ALWAYS
PLAYED SEPARATELY.

YOUVE GOT THEM {4 {'3
TO START PLAYING @™ _ -93
TOGETHER. Fis D>

THANK YOU. = m,, ¥ \, J;\_ =

\i : ; -
e o T el e R

mwmmmmammmmmmm nmwmwmm

THE REAL
REASON I

OH, TM JUST

Our troop

leader’s - SORT OF
so COOLL | VONEDURS USED TO IT,
Wah! e SINCE T WAS
el 7e IN GIRL SCOUTS

- -. PLAY WITH BACK WHEN
Rica I @; / A GROUP 1 wAas
P OF GIRLS, i
sz ¥ \Vf THOUGH.. :

OH?
RICA'S TALKING

WITH
TA ‘ ,,-‘ ’, SOMEONE.
LAY :
: = MOTHER,
e 3 oL wayse?

ONCE WOMEN HAVE KIDS,
THEY PUT ALL THEIR
ENERGY INTO THEM.

gﬂgﬁ E:E; :;gs UGH. IT'S SO LAME!
AT ALL WHAT'S THEIR PURPOSE
" IN LIFE THEN? T'M GONNA
TR KE PRTY, KEEP WORKING UNTIL
AND THEY !
ALWAYS WANT THE DAY T DIE/ TM
10 HAVE THER GOING TO DEVOTE MY
OWN way LIFE TO ART/ T'M NEVER
' GOING TO BE 4 STUPID
HOUSEWIFE LIKE HER!!
Igfgf;ff}"' EVEN WHEN T'M IN MY THIRTIES
THOUGH.. AND FORTIES, T'M STILL

GOING TO WEAR
COOL CLOTHES.




THIS'S
THE
OCEAN! /;

LET'S pLAY
GONNA HOLD OVER THERE
HANDS WITH NEXT,
ONEE-SAN/® < ONEE-SAN/

HONAMI,

EXCUSE ME! THANK

u:}gff' g . YOU FOR PLAYING
: J1 s I v

E'?Tf};NC?TEYT CJ i I'M SORRY

SWINGS. <AV FOR THE

BUT TM ACCEPT THEM.
SO TIRED T WISH T COULD

EROM PLAY MORE WITH MY | NECESSARY/!
WORK CHILDREN ON MY

DAYS OFF,

THAT THEY ALWAYS

MANAGE TO WEAR

ME OUT FIRST. SO M

TRULY GRATEFUL
TO YOU FOR

PLAYING WITH THEM
FOR ME.

PLEASE
TAKE THESE.

IT'S MY WAY OF
SAYING THANKS.
THEY'RE JUST

SOME DRINKS T
BOUGHT OVER
THERE, BUT..




HEY, T'D LIKE
TO DO A
LITTLE SKETCHING
WHEN WERE
DONE EATING.
I STILL HAVE
SOME THINGS TO
FINISH FOR
CLASS.

SHOULD
I PICK

. I'MGOING TO
M\ GO PLAY WITH

X" THE CHILDREN
OVER THERE.
N\ TAKE YOUR

TIME!




el
o

LET'S 6O - @
ON A PICNIC! sl AR,

Dne's

veall

Moy~
of o

lhomebod
spe 39

IT'S SUCH 4
BEAUTIFUL DAY
OUT TODAY.




i

bt
-T

rigN



IN THE MUSEUM

T WANT TO

BE JUST

LIKE THIS,

SOON~
+ Advanced Hot artist P
¥ a;tist . 7 Mibhisticiice ;
o wae  lOveris "
! Tamazawa
* sweeps all o v  a female »
s o 19 2
3 the new model!? 2
» artist _ .
" awards!! -Gossip *
: Times
. -Daily
1 News
i
¥
|
r

QUT FIRST,

YOU SHOLLD
FINISH YOUR
HOME WORK!!

MOTHER KNOWS EVERYTHING

4 - \
THANKS! ‘

BUT TWO
BOXES IS
TOO
MUCH!

TAMAZAWA
RESIDENCE.

OH, Hi MOM -
HOW ARE
you?

T'M FINE..
DD YoU
GET THE
ORANGES?

I HAD A DREAM

LAST MIGHT
ey WHERE I WAS
e BURIED IN
gy ORANGES,
HARD
AND
STAY
YOU USED
HERTHE TO EAT
FIVE ORANGES
AT A TIME!/

YOU'RE NOT
CARELESS
WITH MONEY,

Do You
WAaKe up
AND GO TO
PREP SCHOOL
EVERY
MORNING?

DROOLING
NoT | OVER THE
AT GIRLS?
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GLANCE

MOTIF?

I TOTALLY MY

HATED SCHOOL

UNIFORM
/72 MOM, YOU'RE SO
N - \Ej AFTER T HARSH, SENDING

“\g GRADUATED, ME TWO FULL
2 { & T BECAME BOXES OF
INTERESTED ORANGES
IN UNIFORMED
ScHooL
GIRLS...

IT'S THE BIRTH
OF A DIRTY OLD

T HAVE A GOOD 48
IDEA/ TLL A
SHARE THEM
WITH MY
FRIENDS IN
PREP SCHOOL !/

WOKE

& Lp
PROPERLY,

g0%7s OKAY THEN,
TODAY'S
MOTIF IS
ORANGES!!




DAILY ROUTINE SUMMER VACATION

MAN_.MAYBE
I'lL JUST
SKIP

24

-*
v
5:]
o
T om—r mraa—r T

WAHTING, KNOW, THE Gl
THAT'LL BE FROM NEXT DOOR
$4.85. PART-TIME LET ME \ WHO GOES TO
JOB IN THE THINK MASA UNIVERSITY,
AFTERNOON SHE ASKED ME 7O

ASK YOU TO COME

Back. I SUESS
SHE MISSES

You.
L
—
LAND &E0ES
TO THE SO T
NICHOUME YES, SHE'S
Ryl | TwowTse BRINGING
COMING BACK. ..  HER FIRST
PLEASE s _"' BOYFRIEND -
S8Y HELLO ,ﬂ
TO | AKKO-CHAN'S
EVERYONE! ) MOTHER IS
N VERY
BYE-BYE~ HIGH SPIRITS-
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REASONS TO 60 TO ART SCHOOL

gecAausE -/ AT
GO0D iUy o
AT s MIHO

ART

Rt St COLLEGE

THERE ARE ,
MANY OLOER ¢
STUDENTS
THERE SO
I WON'T

WORRY IF
T FAIL THE
ENTRANCE
EXAM,

HE FAILED
THE
EXAM
FIVE
TIMES/!

THE PERCENTAEE _ e
. OF LESEIANS ' : L
»7 SHOULD 8E
HIEH...

_bvbe T ASSUME | ris
T THAT MANY | cHaeT

LINIGLIE =

PEOPLE MIHOY &
WiSHELIL
&0 fc? ﬁm.eir THINKING
SCHOOL...

7.

VAl

0y.

F.

E<Z {%Eﬁ
=-zc B ]

<-zZC =
-

v

|

b N
W
(=
M
E|
~
=

TOn Ame E

AND T
CAN DRAW
A FEMALE
NLUDE

WITHOUT
GETTING
EMBAR-
RASSED,
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KENICH|, &6TH GRADE.
HE'S AFRAID THAT HE'LL
BECOME AS BALD AS
HIS FATHER IN THE FUTURE...

IN MY YOUTH, T
READ BOOKS
BY MISHIMA®,

FOR THE SCHOOL
FESTIVAL AS A
MEMBER OF

1EW 2OOKS TORFT.

IN REALITY, T WAS

HER FIRST TIME
KISSED

EOINE ALL THE By
WAY WAS IN !
HIGH SCHOOL, |- | DRUNKEN
WITH ANOTHER /7y UPPER-
FEMALE i 3 CLASSMAN,
STLDENT...
8UT MOM NEVER
TOLD DAD
THAT...

THE END * Yukio Mighima and Qzamu Haghimoto are

famous gay Japanese authors.



I

1

Takacuima |
BOOKSTORE !

.J"//
o Al
LL 1
b A
You

KNOW,

T'M
SO HAPPY
THAT T'M
YOUR
CHILD~




TODAY, DAD ATTENDED A MEETING OF THE
LOCAL STORE UNION, AND SOMEONE THERE
TOLD HIM ABOUT THE RUMOR THAT THE

TAKASHIMA AND THAT
BOOKSTORE \ EVERYONE
GIRL WAS A ™ IN THE
LESBIAN, " sCHOOL

KNEW.

BUT
SOMETIMES
YOU SHOULD
PAY ATTEN-
TION TO
WHAT YOU
SAY. KENICHI
IS STILL IN
GRADE
SCHOOL.

7 anD vou

OUR BOOKSTORE IS JUST A LITTLE LOCAL
STORE, NOT LIKE A BIG CITY STORE, SO
DO YOU UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH TROUBLE
THERE WILL BE IF THERE'S PETTY GOSSIP

ABOUT US.
i ¢ LR
‘ olf5a oo =
i) | RS o) SRR | ]
Ll o fma {rom

ACTUALLY, OUR SALES HAVE BEEN LOW, SO
WE'VE RELUCTANTLY BEEN SELLING
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS FOR ADULTS,
AND CIGARETTES.

DAD WORKS VERY HARD
ALL THE TIME TO
GIVE YOU AND
KENICHI A FREE AND
EASY LIFE.

T REALLY
LOVE YOU
RIicA, YOU'RE
OBEDIENT

SAY WHAT
YOU THINK.

RICA..
you
SHOULD

GO TO

COLLEGE

6O TO
TOKYO AND
LIVE THE
way You
WANT TO.
YOU KNOW
WHAT I
MEAN?

I7's
WHAT
YOou
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BEHAVIOR!

DO YOU
HAVE ANY
IDEA WHAT
RUMORS
ARE BEING
SAID

ABOUT
YOU AT
SCHOOLY,

I DON'T
NEED YOU
TO TEND THE
BOOKSTORE

FOR THE TIME




DID YOU REALLY
DO LESBIAN
IN SCHOOL!?

DIDN'T BRING
YOuU UP TO
BE LIKE THAT/
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SINCE MY
' r PARENTS RUN
A BOOK-

J ) STORE,
IT's 50
NICE AND

CONVENIENT,

I CAN CHECK

OUT ALL THE

DIFFERENT
MAGAZINES.

KNOCK
KNOCK

cOME iN-

K
E
N

MOM AND
DAD ARE
ARGUING
RIGHT

NOW. IT

SEEMS

PRETTY

BAD
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*SELINT IS AN HONOZIFIC WHICH 15
OFTEN USED FOR BOVS' NAMES

NOBODY
UNDERSTANDS

HEAR YOU

TURNED DOWN

YAMASHITA-KUN
THIS TIME.

You couLD

READ THIS
BEFOKE T|
GOES
ON THE
SHELF,
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RicAIN

MISS - WiLL
TakasHMe. S you HIGH

ouT i o
“ot ME.?7
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MIHO'S PARENTS
ARE FARMERS

ORANEGES

SNACKS,
LOCAL

SWEETS...

’

AH,
MICHIRU-
SAN?

YES,
I'M FINE.

SHE'S
RIGHT |
HERE
NEXT
TO ME,
WOouLD
YOU LIKE
TO TALK
TO HER?

THE

LETTER IS WRITTEN
ON THE BACK OF A

THANKS FOR

THE POS

CARD. HOW
ARE yOLu?

7'

EROCERY FLYER $
..{? =
¢ : foﬂL
o P R
L 4 s/ /;—;//;.Q 7'4?/-{/030'
O, I7ry e hes f/?({’{-
e SEF L2 720,07 S, .
e f 0 ) Casy Ver, “H e
()L‘JE.( ’k?’ pe ;_)(_-' - e t’/ﬁl-'(
747 (‘L({ b7 /_é‘ C, 7
G é 3 % 5e P o
: Yoty | X
\ "omod, f "“ther, |
IT SEEMED S0
JUST LIKE TOUCHING!!
ALETTER o
FROM A
MOTHER-
IN-LAW....,

LIVING

WITH
MIHO?

NO, IT'S
OkAYy, IT'S
NOTHING.

50, THEN,
BYE-BYE.

TOGETHER
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HERE

THOSE
TWO ARE
REALLY
LIVING

TOGETHER?

COME TO

\ DECBE®AaEsR)

THE
“WE'VE
MOVED”
POSTCARD
IS
DONE

T'LL SEND
THINK OF SOME
IT, A TO MY
"WEVE COLLEGE
MOVED" FRIENDS
POSTCARD RIGHT AwAY!!
*| CAME FROM
RICA AND CAN T
MIHO. DID GET A
YOU SEE BUNCH?
m?
( .
' DESIGNED
Iuw AND
PRINTED
THESE,
BUT
ACTUALLY,
I DON'T
HAVE
MANY
FRIENDS...

I
GUESS
TLL
JUST
SEND
SOME
TO MY
NICHOUME
FRIENDS-

Nichoume - the gay and Lesbian District of Tokyo




e
o )

MIHO-5AN~

WHAT ARE

C'MON, RICA!
GET YOUR HAIR
OUT OF THE
BATHTUB
AFTER YOU'RE
DONE
WASHING!/

RICA ALWAYS
. FEELS LIKE
i BOTHERING
57 MIHO WHEN

SHE'S PLAYING
VIDEO GAMES..

It'¢ not eacy living together, is it?
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"-CHAN" IS AN HONORIFIC COMMONLY USED
FOR (AND BY) GIRLS AND CHILDREN

\3

RICA~CHAN,
WHAT

ARE
You

MIHO-SAN
IS LATE
COMING

T WONDER IF
MIHO-5AN IS
STAYING AT
HER FRIEND'S

PLACE -

GEEZ~ HOW COME YOU'RE
ALWAYS BUGGING ME WHEN
e, I'M BUSY?

X\ I HAVE A

ZTOMRROW

SOMEHOW, MIHO
ALWAYS FEELS
LIKE
SNUGGLING
WITH RICA
WHEN SHE'S

o, b, CONCENTRATING

£————\ON SOMETHING...

OH, MAN~
T CAN'T
SLEEP
WITH THIS (TR

ON MY :

s
]

97

Just call her already!!



"-SAN" IS A COMMON HONORIFIC, LIKE "MISS"

THIS IS
THE RIGHT
waYy TO

HANG THEM

MIHO-5AN
IS ALWAYS
LEAVING
STUFF
LYING
AROUND//

BEFORE
IT RAINS,
BUT..

EH~ YOU'RE WRONG!
MY PARENTS T LEARNED HOW
THIS ECONOMICS!!

WaAY.

THEY ARE BOTH MOVED BY HAVING
SUCH A DOMESTIC DISAGREEMENT ..

AH! IT'S
EMPTY!
BUTI

R

SHE'S
REALLY
GETTING
ANGRY?
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PREVIOUSLY,
RICA'S ROOM
was a
BRAND-NEW
STUDIO WITH |,
a4 LOFT
SPACE.

MIHO LIVED IN A
30-YEAR OLD | |
TRADITIONAL |- -
| JAPANESE-
STYLE
APARTMENT.

THE TYPE OF ROOM THE

TWO CHOSE WAS...

THINKING HEOUT TH‘E LAYOUT OF A NEW
APARTMENT IS A VERY HAPPY THING, ISN'T IT

Rica & Miho
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RT: | knew that there would be a lot of things that those two would have
to deal with when they began to live together, and | wanted to write
about those issues.

In my head there were so many conversations between them, but now
it's too late to draw those, please forgive me....

EF: We start to learn about Rica and Miho's past history from this point
on. Is any of this autobiographical?

RT: Miho-chan’s story is a series of episodes from my past. Well, that
and stories | had heard from other people.

Liking a girl and being hurt by that girl. Then becoming timid and hiding
those feelings of romantic love, you know, that kind of thing.

EF: So you wanted to let people know they weren’t alone in having those
feelings or those experiences?

RT: Exactly. When people face the things that worried and upset them
from their past and say to young people "Your future is bright and
something to look foward to," they release those things from the past and
feel at ease themselves.

EF: That’s exactly why we’re publishing Rica, right? We want to tell this
kind of story so young people all over the world know that they don’t
have to feel isolated, that this is life anywhere and everywhere. That the
future is whatever they make of it....

RT: After all, even now, there are a lot of people all over the world who
have similar feelings to those | had back then.
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ame EF: Years had passed between the time you first wrote Rica
v\ ‘tte Kaniil? and the time you started the “More Rica” chapters
for the Yuri Monogatari collections. What were some of the
things that changed for you in those years?

RT: The opportunity for drama in Ni-choume had diminished
considerably! (laugh)

| had a child, and raising children had become a main focus of
my life. Now that | didn't have to worry about the sales of a
magazine like | did with Anise, | could take my time and draw
more leisurely. | thought that was very nice.

Yuri Monogatari had a wider set of themes to address than Anise, so |
drew the episode about their feelings about children.

EF: What themes had become more important and which themes had
become less important?

Up to this point, | had established a pattern of very typical life in Tokyo;
going out on dates, debuting in Ni-choume, etc, trying to connect
young people with cultural norms, but | had graduated from those
things, so it didn’t seem to really fit to keep drawing those kind of
things. My feelings shifted to a more empathetic focus, wanting to see
Rica and Miho mature and grow into adulthood.

EF: What was the general feeling you were trying to express?
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—
So, Ri—ca\,/,

Let's move in together right
away, let's not wait for
graduation. This way you
have somewhere to come
home to on your days of f

slowly )
dawriing... [§

Well, that
was fast...
Hardly any
time...

{ already. You can i
count on me.

\ Here's info

/ about all these

places - Chuo Line, Seibu Line,
Marunouchi Subway, Mitaka
Station, Nerima City, Suginami

City, Musashino City... 4

£




The job will be
tough, but you'll
get decent work

experience -
so bring your
portfolioll

\\Akikawa City

But...

T was really down,
but then I got
some information
on a part-time
Job

There's a
textile dyeing
company in

looking for
students for
part-time
jobs, right
now. I

Really?
That famous
company?

I gained
confidence
that I
can do
good
work...

Q g\;ﬁ{g

T

7 AN
@;k

think you
have enough
time to do it,

Miho-san

—| We felt good about each other~

So, I went right over

In the beginning, it was very

hard, but I felt more

satisfaction than I ever had
going Yo college.




., o
E% S0 Gdﬂrﬂblﬁj
T've wanted to

work there

nursery...

% ThE-f'E are mﬂﬂ}i’
babies there...

I don't care

about that!
it's my Because
turn to your dream

is coming
frue.

course
] T
support
youl

But...the nurses and
caretakers there have to
live in a dormitory...

I was disappointed. Because
of our plans to live together,
T couldn’t tell you...

It was too hard to tell you...

The really bad news,
the truthis, I...
I'm going to have

to repeat this year

of college.

I'm sorry T didn't




I have something
I have to tell you -

and bad news - A { §| Rica? f—

Ohh -

I have good news > ‘ e

Eh? The
truth is,

and bad

news too...

There's this particular institute
I wanted to work for,and I
asked the professor to
write a letter of recommendation,
since that will help my chances

; to get in..

Congratul-
ations!

That's the
good news

What ki
of
institute?
Kindergarten
or
nursery?

Miho-san...

I have some
good news
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7Y

Again with that

north wind Ah,
blowing... Rica-chan
Dangerous.= ywelcome...

How
was Hey -
your Good

levening...

Not yet,
Are we
waiting

for her?

If you ever Well
hegd 1o It's T've spt;-l;e.n
talk to harder # $e o
anyone,
, Rica-chan,§ p;g;‘s:s‘;:r
L be because
: g.!ad to T very
\\ w” listen!! anxious

ducation, but

. 4/my classmatel,
lah blah blah §

actually liked child:
% DUt now they all war
-4 secretaries. I'mr
disappointed in ther
= studied so hard, T

“hlieve them blah, t
b hiakh hilak ki




Yo- \
"Double”
junior

Student Cateteria J
/

ct: e ¢ ) ]

P ——TESH QO

MEAL TICKETS

Don't

make -
me r\

laugh Oh boy ~

T've got
a whole
'nother
year to
eat the

Ah - T can't tell my parents,
since I didn't pass the
college exam
and was a ronin™
for two years...
now I have to
repeat a year...

Someone’s
coming
again...

T wanna graduate already!!

* A ronin is someone who failed
the college entrance exam

You don't look

you looking very happy!!
fora - The fruth is
part-time/  ~, I have some
Job? good news
for you

"Double” Miho
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Lily Women's College

| Arkrna |
|arem |
:.'-I. 20035—?&‘1’&’“ : :

Rica, you

want to

e

Mm, I have I don't want

a few to do something | ™
connections, 50, yoire like that,
and ol s becausF there
everyone arent any
does it. guys there

You'll be
fine, since
you belong
to the
Sunflower

I have to find a way
to make enough

\. money quickly,

\R but on second thought,

- I want to continue to

study, too.
Sometimes, life
is just out of control...

Hm - Time flies
in junior college,
I hope everything
will be fine.

: i
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I have to repeat

i this year of

| school - isn't #
that just A
terrific? §

I let English and Literature drop... This school year

came on so fast,
before I knew it,
the new term
had begun...

Next thing I knew, I had
flunked my third year

Pachinko, that'd
be a reason to

If you
were

-

stay back, khooked { haven't
but this isn't . told |
much of a we're

/ _ “Rica
going to

| have fo

| talk about
it.

I'mso

looking

[ forward

\ to that

W{¥ graduation

comes
closer J

y I need to

' have a few, Today was

pretty
rough.
I'm going
to drink
alot~
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That doesn't

the face

/ Look
7 at the
variety of
women
{ coming 4

evening!

look like Long

time,
of love, ho

though,

Miho-san, what's
the matter?
When you walked

. in, there was a
Ay strange wind
i-1 behind you,
“blowing all
..... ¥ sorts of

N a :ﬁ;5 right back - |
Co g A -4 T have to

.:.:.:.:.;_::_:;: . A " go o
SIIIDODCE - .\ the ladies’

% o\ room.




Hey, Rica-chan

Since you went
and found a
girifriend, we
“haven't seen
you around
here much

Nichome

"Lily's"

“Miho-san and

I promised since next
that we'd year we'll  fUh-huh;
live together both
after that graduate,
we'll have
Kyah!! to look
One more for work
year to go,

huh -

Recem‘!y,\

I've been

involved

in looking

at getting
an

apartment

P

QLS C

CC (> (LG

4/ong time ago S
for her
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Rice ‘tte Kaniji!?

Miho: Fine Arts student, studying textiles
now entering her fourth year

Rica: Studying early education at a
Junior Women's College, in her
second year of busy days
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-

delicious~

Western

; . style
Hm::.ffd 2 D)medi-
L LD S cine!

I(.. g : \ It'sa

combination { . \
of rice, =t fi ]
instant I ‘ y
noodle / MQ‘
soup and

corned beef.

Miho-san, we're

I'm T _
glad ifi?-" always eating
that §2 8 out, s0
Zaid 0 it's kind of
that % b a relief
gt g for us to be
: m. eating something
i P homemade.
3/ That's because I'm

feeling
F much more

this meal was
made full of
love~

&

Miho didn't have
the heart to tell
Rica that the
medicine she had
taken earlier....

"
.....

...had started X TN

- e
'''''

to work




And all
you have
in the house
ou wait are two
here pentou'from
while the conven-
I go ience store,
out  sheeshl

* Bentou

There's
nothing

you
get cold!

It's okay! Using
leftovers o make
something is
my specialty!

Here we go!
All ready!

Huh...




It's cold ~
My
stomach

really

1\

Rica's \:. fwd R Y
coming over, | mXC], N 2L NN
I should .- ; SRR
get up and (YO N\ Tk ; A <t
clean... e :

What possible reason
is there for me to
have to suffer with
cramps every month?

- It's not like I'm ever
""""" going to have kids -

------

It's no good...
It's always
like this...
Sorry, I should
be responsible
and make
some tea and

Sl

bl o
a little :‘ .
coffee... Your hand is freezing! & :
Have you even had .: &y
breakfast today? :.. :
&
Y 4 4

harts £t




Rica ‘tte Kanjil?

bregy,

- dondond

$roa.
r Iy

.

L od
i !

rod bt e
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Rica realizes
that there
are many
things
between

' o S . ;
- o o
: §

?;/The,se el
are really %)
tasteless., Iy
Now I don't %A
even want |
to kiss or

b
o
y

left
these

ITt's Michiru-san's
faultll




make Thanks...
j ARG um, so I
tea now, e
thinking
that today
we could

And this

one's for

you, Miho-san,
don't you

\ think?

It's like
wanting to hug .
a puppy, R

look at

your
bookshelf?

or a child,
isn't it?

5ﬁtze.liru_:j I
have,

wanting o
hold my
lover...

Miho-san's room..” = -

ey
T've never
seen stuff
like this... she T'll be able to ~
has somany " learna little ¢
art supplies... £ more about her - -
Wow... here... T
> N /. I'msoha vl el

all the art... gl

@ A2\ \Ah, Twant to 7 B
-\'.; -\b b -

A%\ look at that
e

gy
[//% And look at
2\ G




So,
you like
it? It

We've been \
seeing each other & Y ago, today, I met

a long timel ¢ |\ you for the first
time af Lily's

o w b
O
WA

. YOU ; .1,&,5
{ Miho-san!
)!
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That's not true -

Your effort Eh?

has really Since I'm only in I'm justa
B stimulated me, Art School generalist, though,
Recently, T've been really so I have to work
T've been laid back about as hard as I can...
applying myself everything Your way is
more seriously. much better,
Well, more specializing in
than usual, something,
at least... making such

heheh

beautiful things!!

My place is
really messy,
— sorry

nothing...
Ahahah... D

N

il

i

Waahh - R TEABENEEN
lovelyll TG RNy

Those,
they're
scarves?




You're thinking
about taking
care of cute

kids, aren't you?

You always get

Heh,

something
like
that

Hey...
today,
after
this, why

have Y
somethin don't we
T want : go to that happy
you fo my place? =, look on your
see = face when
. =
you do...

On May 25th,
let's go out

Really?
T look

on a date, okay? forward
Make sure you to it -
keep the day free / what is

Practically since
we've met,
you've been

busy with your

haven't studies for college.

had time
to just
relax

together

really working

hard because

you like children

so much, I know.
I've been

thinking that
I can learn
alot from

you




Q)

And those times The}:wk
when she Yy foc?ceir:s
looks I"IghT e she lights;
at me and A% her ¥

smiles - . cigarette

: Ijust 2
love that! © #:

I'm sorry - (:“ h
I wandered \-: s i Gt
; off there - |- ik R

-----

looking
at you
a little
funny,
huh~



&

But T i
want there 4= And,
to be of course,
something ... in novels
between and manga
falling in everyone
love and has sex
the very
first time
. they meef,

Until now, I'd heard of all
of this kind of stuff...
but it never applied fo me -

b 2l - P
< f/j i ”?}TY * I'msure R . I wonder what -
N o ] T'd be really P r“'} it would be like
O A ‘ nervyous... : '-*J“*"‘;fg \, to hold Miho-san...

: it'd be pretty } with her .
bad if I got i clothes off..
LT all sweaty ff—\Lﬁﬂ‘k’ > _for me )

N s -f_ 1. totake Y
= her clothes
off... i

I love Miho-san..,
I want to see
her...

LA, L

b for her
Vsl Yo undress o 8
 me.. -

Now T < or to see
understand - meinmy i "’\J\ \H'-:"'
this underwear... Y
feeling... 3 L,
- el ' - "~ - :H\'\
?i T\i . any... il i __.,r"l?r‘ :\x,\
My i i h s . : AN { L
f\‘l i m RN " e N T
e L 2 s N i
L S SRy it
7 ENL Hes AN
{0 b T
LA Vo AN
u P o




of love, we
haven't yet...

This is really
awkward.

That dream
T keep having,
; does she

| know about it?

So, have yau
thought about
us having

Geez,
I wonder if
Rica wants fo,

You know,
Rica-chan is so
attractive to me,
everytime I see you,
it's like "Come on,
baby.” © Hahahah

| lyou alreadyt 2~
have a 2/}
cigarette f |

broken
every-
time

well, right

I'm still
a little
frightenad
of it all....

\3: /' Yeah, well...

it's okay, reaily,
[ we'll go
at your pace

\_

Ahahah...really, |

w is No Good. |

I

!

¥
r

\
|

i



sl S,
That's what
she's talking

about -

they put that
in last year
for the
regulars, but I'd
never tell her

-\ that I...

you
know--

INHALE
———

Hey, Miho-san, have you,

y'know, done "it" there, too?

Like T
figured,
I'm the
only one £

who hasn't - |1

P

7 What should
I do? I have
to change the

topic -

Rica hasn't
smiled
Jonce since

Woohoo! Rica's
still a virgin!
Lucky! ©

Forget it,
don't
worry

about it

Only..I'm not...so...




«/ Whaaaat~!!
Spit it
out
. already~ =

Back at
Bright,
when

was

pretty
amazing...




Hmm -

she's found you~
all \ You're here in
frazzled this corner,
I was looking
for you~

Miho-
saaan~!

if something
happened~

But anyway,

I'm saved~
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Gotta watch it...
There are way
too many “one
night sisters”

here...

We've got to geft,

out of here
quickly...

9, /" B..bleah

2 go sit
1’ ina
Rhdark

why Rica
b, hasn't
returned

Huh?
Where'd
Miho-san
get to...?




Wow - a traditional
Japanese comedian~~!

Even if T already
knew the story,
it was still
interesting—-

&4#

As usual, T
the same, 9

-

I"l."'\"""lr.lr i

Uhh tonight in NichdmeT . . q

Signs is "Girl-Girl Nostalgia : ' whyi!};n'r
for Night." Let's go to 2 we go
that--| ; back to

ulterior
maTive

w7l song~
- ,/ | That bring
J back
4 Tl go see

if they have |

anything ;
\ decent tog-
dr"ink_é;':’“

Kionkyan was a nicknamea for 80°s pop idof Kyoko Koizumi




That same

dream again...

I always

wake up

frustrated~

v
SANTIN

When we go to her p_luce, She's always Since I met Rica,
T alwc_lys end up helping saying she's T haven't slept with anyone
out with a project... busy with for about a year...

(which always turns out
to be an all-nighter...)

She never comes to my place...

We've never even gone on
a really romantic date...

school...

Up ‘til now, every other girl
T dated, I've taken to
a hotel right away...
For some reason,
I haven't dragged
Rica to one yet...

Rocky
Horro

P
Vi
&

Manzai

/Ztmg
Show

at Rama

AND...

Austin
Powers

*Dorifis the name of a comedian

I've noticed| | Rica's chest... I want to

_ that dates} | That voice... have sex

with her always SO
become a race :

%6 iR Waaah... But I don't

want to

.why is that?| | What should rush

I doooo? things

*Rakugo is traditional Japanese comedy storytelling



[ Oh, Rica {3
\ To feel o

YOu...

| you're so
lovely! .
-___,_l

| you're not |
/  wearing
i underwear‘?{
\ What the..? :'m

\

E by S B8
e - I-\._'\' i
R o i
o =
o &
A
M___-f -
-'___,.:—'--F--
-
L]

Wwhat are yo
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|
;

Fine Arts stude

:m‘-: studying Textiles

)

Rica
Studying Early Education
at a Women's Junior College

Y



Morn- |f

ing!

I have
so much
home-
work...

So, today,
I could

Please draw a
presentation board
explaining to
children how

their §

Ineed it © KO

don't

want
to
say

this,

but...

The first

" ] -
time She. -] ﬂ "‘*«-‘e-‘.r.s‘

T need &

...but not yet, not yet...

"

¥ Intheend, |
Miho-san |’
helped
Rica
= i
P ) with her
P
f

| homework
-~ | all week-

— | !‘I
g end long.

| i
';.

Tired...

enjoying

relax

myself

it's too
good - can
you make it
a little
less good?

=" we can't

well donel
I'd expect

no less from
a Fine Art




Huh? ¥ i,
r\ then - thanks

3 !

’éfou'r'e getting 'l

see you

% early in the

morning,
then,

okay?

6o to
sleep quickly
and wake up
quickly, so
it will

be

“I can't get

19

That was nerve-wracking.
And embarrassing. I'd
better think about

You don't have to right now - go to bedl X Falls asleep quickly
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| feel lonely...
! want to see

Miho-san...
you... l...since then,
| feel empty | can’t get
you out
of my head.

What should

how you felt

' ‘ I-

I'm sorry, Rica

\._I'm really sorry!

* e

padunP-,

/ love you too!

[ really,
My face looks really
awful and love you...
there's
no train
running
right now

| want to

P be with you!
hum?e, Hey, why
e don’t | come

I could
use a hug,
though -
and maybe
more...

right over?



Hey - how are
you?

other night. Mori- Y

sempai and | got
a little rowdy. Do
you think
Watanabe-san
looked upset?

.f/ That's not

7@1”5

Yeah - yeah, we okay...

So, to make it up to
you. we'll go out

neccessary. on a really nice were talking about L oy
What are date. the old days, stuff looked
you doing How about this from our lives wherel[ ke you
about Saturday? we grew up, so it were
\ Mori-san? : was fun...hahahah A having
5
.

- o owm e -

It's an old story that Aren’t you two

I loved Mori-san, now in love?

it's just a sweet You looked
memory. She received { good together...

love letters from ' And

alot of students. Mori-san is

It locks like eally gorgeous...
she has someone

efse now...

53 2t "i
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N A
I've always “~
L pined after ‘/l:',"/ v
Since
‘fhen /.-// s
I
L :
J can't 5
| = { concen-
mhis| | 5 trate i
Irain f o i
will | G, | S &
&e going out Fr=of it The S
1o the i ext 2 52
train starion is G oy
verd. the %

RN

looking kind
of strange.
We have to ]
go this way~/

R
exit.

(ar

Miho-san ;
always Uhnn - I don't
calls me want to work
around ; on that report
12 Rica,
ou're ) ;

on week- Ynke I'm worried
ends a about that new
child |{~ class starting

next week
And it's

already

I have
some
tickets -
Wanna go?

I wonder if
Miho-san
and
Mori-san
are seeing
each other?




S
b

Wow - just befnrz
this; Miho-san

3 .*"%wa:ﬂwﬁhé%xgm '

roiMorivsant.

' sha sent a letter ’ro-..

;-15 soon as she glﬁncad

at-this love letter

" 'she received -

this confession.
‘of feelings

written by her kohai,

So, was it oty b felt
destined that " % O5k .she felt so-
That_.r should embarrassed.

';Yes ubsalutely- .

Thzy i:m'rh %
_. .,;-‘i'hﬂugh} S0,
: Defanl'l‘e!y

- meet. agqga? i

Bl.ﬂ' it was after

hungry...

E'rhuugh I knmf\
alot
this makes me

2 Feel nervous. T'm her I :;S-:::nr:s;; ‘r
For some reason, T’ . : 3 ’?P
feeling a fittle lonely. h’md“" hethis AL thar
I feela &)
little weird, A
foa... Thot's]
I wonder if '
T'm getting

about Mori-san,

/ She\ So, yeoh, the

got cgach put

After o few P ahe's acting Itkie o dirty old man

Heused The principel used

[/];_iike SOIMe

{'/—\1 ﬂr:ﬂ“ i Fall when he ran,
.. prat and his toupsse’
QRIgIT:, O solod, Bar- J! aso joke.  would fail E::.

a sandwich ten-)

/T feel bad for
Waotanabe-san




% Todayéthe

. { first day we've
= actually met
in person.
I was really
surprised to see
you here,
Miho-chan!

About a year ago,
we met through a

exchanged letters

personal ad. We

and pictures...

So,
Mori-san,

Watanbe-san,

tell us
how you
met.

&

/-_—/ SR
Uh, Mori-sempai, you're
looking really good
these daysi

Silly - what
are you
talking

Neot at alll
You ¢an
never have
too many
friends!

Sorry - you

two are out
on a first

date and we're
being a drag.

A Well, Mori-san
has talked about
a kohai that she

had in high school...

the truth is, it
must be

Miho-san.

Miho-san's
mentioned
Mori-san, her
long-lost

- sempai: Upper-classman at school or senior

Those two
are really
lively, aren't

employee at work.

- kdhai: Under-classman at school or jinior employee at work.
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T
/ Would you
like o

/ Wa were
locking at

gotoa } @ magazine - \
place it's our first
oW wWe time here and ,
v know? we don't

Hey, hey -
I can't believe
thist ©
Mori-sempai was
the first
S person 1 ever gave
7 a love letter to.
I'm really happy
to meeft her!

v

' IVS been a
tong time,

Nice
to meet
YOu,

ote * | Mori
Vomen® ‘ \ ‘ - RALAN s Madoka.
Callege ﬂl ‘ mm‘h‘ e Ny 3 o

Mibo | W / I have !

Has , to know 1
feelings § right away - \
o are you

A Fine u and Rica |
arts N\ . seeing
Stucen) You two seem like 1 f g r <7 each

you're together - ] i ' other? /

( I thought :
you were a
‘couple.

49



" ‘What should T do?

is she deing here?

I can't meei™ %

{ her here -
it's too

rf embarrassing.

| I'm complefely

" freaked out!

y but youre
{ Morl
3. Madoka-san,

/fhﬂ? was E'

you,
Mari-sempas
N, 50, YOU VE

o It's my
voice fs | old sempai \\
cracking from high school!
Vo What the heck

/ﬁaﬁ - they're
locking at Anise,

aren't they?
Irll be fine.

Come on -
fet's go
aver!

48



=\ g ’
BN
%E‘
\

.
i Piar ’)&\ % J

. B
j‘.\q-[ ) Jl\ = Il q'\';'l. '
S e i’

1

}

Nae o T o oo poeU0e

Vi 3
%«“% ~ ,"‘3’@‘“ :

definitely wasn't it -

not the mood watching a
T wanted s‘rupid movie
for our on the
big screen - J)

Hey,
Miho-san,
are you

\ hungry?

Let's not go

o) to Nichome
)

getting
a little

eat some
nikujaga™

*Nikujaga is a popular dish of potato, meat,
ohion, sugar and soy sauce.

Background: Signs for bars, hotels, karaoke.




It's not really possible for me to convey to readers why | did some-
thing in this spot, and something in that spot.

EF: You include a chapter that revolves around menstrual cramps. |
think it’s a very funny chapter. Obviously, "Rica" was first printed in
Anise magazine, a magazine for lesbians, who would know what you
meant. How does it make you feel that the audience reading Rica
now is not all women?

RT: When | drew that chapter about cramps, | was suffering from
them myself, so that had an influence on me. (laugh) It occurred to
me that while it's only one week for a woman alone, when it's a les-
bian couple, they'd have to deal with each one's respectively, which
would be difficult, wouldn't it?

It's definitely not all that common to have a manga story that deals
with menstrual cramps. Therefore, this is also a chance to acquaint
male readers with just how difficult a thing it is to deal with.

EF:. What is the message that you want to convey to readers through
these final chapters of the original collection?

RT: When | knew that Anise was suspending publication, | just want-
ed to show that the two of them would stick together, and drew a
story that had the feeling of a happy future for them. But rather than
having them just quickly and simplistically moving in together, | creat-
ed a situation in which they each had a major obstacle they needed
to surmount. But, when readers read it they would be able predict
that, by working together, Rica and Miho will be able to conquer those
obstacles and be able to continue to live together.

At that time, | had no thoughts of there ever being a chance for a
sequel.
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EF: Up to this point, Rica and Miho have been very involved with
going out to the bars and parties. But now, in the story, we get a
littt more of their past lives. Obviously Rica and Miho’s relation-
ship has begun to change.

What were you thinking when you made this shift in the story?

RT: Rica-chan wants to go to bars and mixer events, while Miho
, wants to avoid them as much as possible, prefering to go to
romantic movies to spend time alone together. Mostly because
Miho knows that there will be women there who will aim for
Rica, and because former girlfriends of hers will be there. (laugh)

EF: One of the things you like to show with Rica and Miho is that they
are two totally different people. Even though they love each other, their
work and dreams are different. Communication is important in the last
few chapters. Were you trying to teach people how to have a good rela-
tionship? Was there any deep meaning to the fact that Rica and Miho
are so different?

RT: Miho-chan is modeled after a real person. She's not really a lazy
character, just sort of arrogant in a typical young fine arts student kind
of way. The kind of person who talks big, but is really kind of undisci-
plined.

Rica-chan is a bright, unworried character, but she unexpectedly has
some trouble making decisions.

The two of them are polar opposites, and for some reason, that just
seemed the right way to draw them.That was the way the whole story
was | did something because it seemed the right thing to do.
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You know, Fever pad H
the flour you Mmm, Ifuaﬁ? .
bought s rice
for me Beli- porridge.
made me cious!
And take
very happy! your
1} medicine -
L it make
I you feel
really betterd
apprecioted
ith

You were
like
my very
own
Santa Claus!

Hey, Miho-san,
I'm feeling
much better.
Lend me your
*Tetorin" *

And zo,
Rica and Miho
celebrated
o late
Christmas |
with lots of |
cookies,..

playing

Tetorin makes should
me feel TT"Y and
shouldn't sleep... ||
until your

fever
goes
down.

* "Tetorin® is a mini-Tetris gome ~—" 42



You had too
much fun
every day, all
day long,
and now you
have a bad

cold e

T'll take

care of you - You won't )
hang on die. /
a sec. . J\\
You just
7R stay warm

{ ?' J- 2

I didn't

] =V ear Rica—ok 34> i
it 5 i ey W) you A | >
T . coming  and
""“ - ﬁﬁgﬁ 3 uisiting e
s o™ e A Sunfloner class
% 2 The cake was
very yuwmnm

ana mne haa a



o
T TIann

e
6
v N
Chrigt-
mas is
Whm \"\“ I;;i "1" i .' i, 'ﬁ‘ i g5 and .I_hEYlve
i I'l i e :
will T get \; 1\ siready
home to visit!
the family...
listless...

g P,

say

Subraay he”n_}(ﬁv. L
Cnlrance §
b {

T B e S, L

f \'{\ o E\‘y P N N

T've onfy docked ¥ 1 (2iga zpecoin

got Are you okay? out g Dh‘ﬁ‘;g Gee. Helio...;

cookies. .. Do you have with tha f.]rm ; : :
any food a "

-1 ab dving... or medicing?

What does @
that mean?

B

I'm going
- right now o FEFRCEITNERETL N T
buy some things, 4

hold onl ~ [

—



SN

missed ¥ Dﬂﬂ;ﬁ W

seach (o

o other. .. ¢

St <0 Th

T shouid 2 U2 Jour
o ?\Eﬂg X .,Nﬂh
el her. ey

= e

AT -

T

v Why doesn't she

have an
'I answering
machine

IR Mmm ..she ? !
o W | isn't backyet...
®
B

RN NEW TN A ERSNIAN

Back of a
video game
console

Bl Uis (e




T e

§ O

Tl just buy ] ‘ St S W - S e N

myself some ! | i ' [

video games e A L
and keep /
myself ;

cbsorbed
in those,

Rico's apartment is an the Central
Ling at Mighiog, Mihos e of Kitaka

sk
mon vl

T'd really
like flour...

her place
is on my
way home.
I canstop §

! Unlucky!!

LN

Tl just I don't core...
ge hang
argund the whatever...
arcade,
vt
5huﬂ’Te amEs
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those days
with The
= }5;3; members of
my old

i It's called '

ask her about this,

Miho?

It's kinda important,

the
_f "sunflower
Club.” Tsnt
i that i
1\ lovely? |
- _'.-Jl-
.
o Mice., =
7 You're bein
| / 9
?526 o [ overshadowzd
(] ’ie:ﬁ |7 inthe future.
e ,(/ { Fight, Miha!

'l root

?

{

(
’

————y HMJ_,H._‘_ --\....---""J
- — .
f Sunflower p
It's like a A Club..* What
cosplay 7 kind of
group.

. be doing?? /1

How comz'?
With whom?

What are {

yougoingto /

your schedule

 circle is that??

really

for Christmas,  funny.
Miho-san,
Are you busy? I like




{.—"'_F' -——,,_‘H
e Ricd - Chah,

I'd like To gat "xL
vl something .,
for Christmas. .. T've moved ',
Is thers on from
cheap love. |

amything

\

k!
Don't :
blab about |
i

i

sk
e B

S
Y Jewelry? ‘ﬁ’h&?;g

=LA scarf? A bag?y
i, Please p-
~" Wvey Whisper it

" seriously,
f I really
i want flour...
!’L I need it
i right

You're so
cute and

funny,
4 Rica-chanl

something
S0
erdinary... £z

/ /7 sounds
§ But, T \ i good!
. giready have

| a full

i schedule
from next
3 week to the
i 25th...

But then, \
how about a ;
Christmas date? !

We could do lunch,




Hey, Rica-chan,

What are
you doing
for
Christmas?
N
Hi ’\l
Michiru- }

Halfway through
Cecember.
"Love Hunters™
come out of
the woodwork
in Nichome.

There are "love
sopular B _ ; i g rabber” wars
at this LB . L g il T g inF:FdEE:' to
time of LT L ik I:m.n"' o ) get a lover
; ; le: P L buttin bk ey to spend
How come you're &y f  DETWEEA UF,SHE 1 CHH.SWS Eve
and night with. ..

w guiet, these -J-.mn_: 1\._, Michiru. i
4 s : ¥ .
\\_"' - E" o dar A A s -'.-!4.- o0, 0 H R e o - R ':hiﬁ.‘*: .‘:’3-5
Explopation by the catnor Chimstimas m Jepon

ﬁﬁ@} T

lavpr - B Yoo €
Hey - hey - T'll be going

Last l::hl‘l-ﬁtﬂ'lﬂﬁ. Wik your Fomity
»u.—:_g we had alot of funm,
on o dinner cruise with Yoko ;
on the 23rd, seeing o live show

competing to get
the girls.
with Kiyomi-chan an the 24%h -
and Taking Rina to DI.:J‘IE)’IGI’I'E{ 4
on the 25th, i

So many lovely dishes .
hehehsh

T Actuolly. the perzon who doesn’t 5nfcnhiis1'e mest dangerovs! (lough) T

i Are vou falling
& in love for real,
1 you slaygirt, you?
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: 4 haven)—-

perfected
my "femaie”
body yet, so
I'm a littie
concerned

You're not
very smart,
are you?

You were

Oh my god - >~ a fag hag.

Kaoru-chan

Hey, Mihol

doing here in
disguise??

........

Lri—

.........

My
AT S I

/Shut up No w
I don't want
Tons Zto be seen

" £3 knows that

What are you WVou go through

Makeup. /monsters

Srallid e

{ heartbreak

to Tokyo... |

nothing to boost '

obout.. |7
youre a chieap /. kLo




e } ;

4 —

Absalutely! -
And T '

bought
lots

T vy
=57
1.'_-_—_-_! Today \‘

. was really

o AR
of cute i ; el i
things! _ AN
N NSRRI
- m‘_,._}f_ / .
CGAY ]  +a Muu
Slgn: Itallan Kestaurant Faperan
T e 7 . T
;“-! if';ﬁ.'yu l.*s/j That \‘\] [ L know @ nice \\‘/ 30,
{5 W 1 i bar in Nichome - affer
7] ot sounds .
e / reat! would you This
/ - ) great: like to go for a if

% Lily's -‘ﬂj

/ Thi
is
the

lace~
=N

p
RN
i

i
o,
.

drink? y You're

31

- not, yet. I'm you 1. ' g
E Gﬁ?ﬂg iy 'f fent bar,. /i
hesitant it? { it known o f

esitant. i




—

f’* Ah - perfect!

éﬂ—;umu!

for me,

: l
but I think '
\ Tl get it I want to buy

\ 2 this one..
N and some
i/, ’ foundation,
2 too0.
/
P s § )

some of
the other{ !

R

It's horrible

and flashy! stores~ ) . Pm% _ -
( Whaddayou, _ A “:m‘
'~ stupid, Rica? WY

T+'ll give you
cute legs

I'll stick
it in
my diary




Ais wom

is so straight...
&ive up Rica,
this nut is too
tough for you
to crack--

=

'/ Thank you -
honestly, it's the one
thing I can really

boast about.
Why don't we
$head over to the % Ah,
: el
cosmetics - JWEl,
counter and <7

look at makeup?

o 1]

Wow, .Kaor'u—chan,yh

know a lot about stylel
Please teach me ail
about it - you have

such good fashion sense.

"2 o a 0
. Mmn. .:' The coior'
you're
wearing,
Here - Kaor'u—-chgon
try this really
-..one on! suits you,
Ah, &
- .} if'stoo “
. uid red for
me, isn't

nice in
the pink
you always

- What's\ Tty
this? I can'

. ‘.'Q &
o

I think ﬂ:lese.

};/

colors are
a little
gaudy. 4[”
= r.

11|l be

finel
Let me
make you
beautiful.




Text on Screen:
Love Love Ceremony Saturday,
5:00 PM
In front

X

of
Studio _
Alta €

Heh, but
it works .
for me. /=0

ol By —
''''''''

Rica-chan, I
couldn't find

Look at that couple

)
7

01\{?:2”?5 - N you, it's terribly,
reachy cc:}-’re (TIIDRY busy. Too many

people here.

/J Well, yeah:\
Her makeup I think
is totally the girl is
out of style. nice, too...
End she's I knew it,
a bad '
dresser.

Note: Studio Alta’s large multimedia screen is a very popular meeting place in Shinjuku,
so it's always crowded.



=

T B o 2 By i | "’J'_"-éq_“"‘w" Bﬁx
i i, o . >
et 7 shouldtell & never dated, and % |
Eh? her nght away/ can you give ; | fodo
) X, mesome g now %
I should? = "R "\ advice? .dENEE o
[ *f \ S PSS P How
& S :._.: 0 ould T
\_4 g i - / ; know? }
L Do whatever PEft
e e &\ you WQ '
- ., Wait a sec.. \ 4 G
E‘ :. ~ Qo !
TH 3 '

x
;tr Huh?

" tell me what \

Why?
N

. “#—:

Veah, and -

‘Hay, place and
itime you and
“Kaoru-chan

decide to
have this

|

Yes, take
/her to Nichdme
declare your

k intentions right of 1.

-ghm'g the way To )
f,--f*'}' it slicfd i iwvi
Hey thal's great! R -

" | You always have \[ 7

good ideas. F'lf do i
your way.

.f%

l&\m ~ R
- N
So. 1.uh. )
. o, f...uh...
I dfm» s0...fecan.. 5‘:'
WOnT you . / pray for !
o Suﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ | and sweet. | youto sucw«?uf
at all~ ] \?\ Thanks, T wilh her... What
L
friend...

oA
,

i/ OK then, -\)
T call you /18

spon, ,
Take care -

bye-bye! J
AN . T

ﬁ‘\

I
]



TR M O T BT S OO O S O I R IS T O TR AR S TR -'“'1

You know, there's a lot of parties for singles §

at iny college. T usually don't go but.. g
Then . . i
eyes ;:E Some friends finally got me to go o one.., i
You're on ‘?*‘Cﬂ - 1'{
our invitation oure noty

. escaping

~ anigh'ﬁ%

!
1 TEre :
i eayutiful fodies,
it my frizng JT‘E? Keep ’hg
sae your honds g ng - you

! She was so he can read miss your §
. cute, cool t 1
J and sexy.

Her name

was Kaory.

Pl B e T a e B L

W kI SR BTN 0N P T A e T

T totally agreel
Heres my cell
phone number -
Can I have

et

/ Hitting on har fike that...
disgustin
\\dﬂ?fﬁ“—%




e, WY Rica's Nichome:, -
friend - she's %‘Fﬁ
L starting fo have:
% feelings for Rica’
#rt School Student

. "IrTumazawn’ Miho's
| Hf,@ﬁﬂﬂﬂ[ Apart-
5 Rica™ 4\ ment

&0 you have
& o minute,

AN i WORS HERT
ahout to olear |
it stage, oo\

{ can hardly
concentrate on
anything, .my

chast huris. ..
e =

/ Actully.. \ he fruth
T think

Wait o sec..if she's Ay ' calling me all of a
( asking me this, maybe il L{ sudden? What o

the persen's she's
falien for

25@W ba,..me?/
n_-—-"'"-‘_rf
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, Oh, hey, Miho... Rica's my

I didn't know.

Ve .
f arfhs; R
) i Ses timel .lr i ‘;‘L‘@i

important
friend, so...

m/f}mr: b r;- Py

i B ,Gash“

e

gr.lﬂ'r:lF

She's fine as

: f a friend,
Rf:g? dh;ﬂd but she's
what had famous as
' a ladykiller -
i actually especially
\ happened... when it

comes to

newbies, J#

t00 soon
to be
playing with
fire,

22



VHOW old are
you? Are you
a student?
.>Wher'e do you
live? Do you
have any
plans for
later?

0
P &
Iy
ForHetd We should Y
e get away
SePwdicy  from here -

]

two of us. S

just the B,

- I";;'. -

b ’]\‘

FITIRE

So

& ¥Rica-chan

better
| goout-
-4 side for
4 a little. i
She’s %,
really Are
cute - you

totally still




. I'm Kyouko -
Call me Takumi! Would nice ta meetchal
you like to go for

a drive sometime?

You're the

- new gir,
I'm I-chan. huh?

Hey, do
you like

Cutey Honey: Wantia}

play?

Rt
z:-‘:""i"'g.u:-. a‘ .n
o Bwam

who said
I was

fgonna be

popular?

Drinkl Drink!
I'm genna drink morel

So, do you
come to this
kind of thing

often?







\

Heh - you'll
probably be
popular,
Everyone thinks
the newest girl

iS5 Sexy.

Would you
like to
go together?

Surel

Huh? A
ThE‘-r‘ErH bE- WDH‘EE‘-H—GHI‘)I
alot of club night?
cute chicks )
Only girls

?
Haven't cn ges

N

A lot

of “love
hunters"
will chat

you up,

' able to

have a lot
of hot
and
sexy
axpzr'i-
ences.

18



" L

This ™\
1
+ : T'm new in ‘k:!'ll!ﬂ'!ili
pl‘lS Spl"lﬂg, Nichﬁme J‘h B & s m 6 2 ,I"t ]
; I became . ul’n:n-n:l::n:l:‘ l::u:
7 a student L "n l‘l!i'j*l"l 3
i " [ - H 3 O 8 =
:-:_ :'C’:'Q ata _ Mickame is Thagr."i' ang
nrau s women's caliag g ate Firet Frioesbian area of Tokye
mEE® -!\1 here in 3 4 in Nichame,
i Tgkyo_ she's
v =) rea!‘y

mogt welcome
N...nothing with v :
speciaill Miho-san? Rica-chanl .

,"', Ipicb

up this
flyer on
E the way
here

evening

Mar'l ko- neesan

always have "o more

good fiming, teasihg

s don’t you? the new
| giri.




EF: Were you writing for other lesbians, who might be frightened of
a lesbian bar, because of what they heard from the media?

RT: Back in my teens, magazines and TV would make a lesbian bar
seem like a place where special people went, they had the image of
a forbidden garden. It actually made them seem more interesting,
not less.

| thought, “If | can go to a place like that, | can get my certification of
specialness” but | was scared, too. Of course, the reality was that it
wasn'’t like that. Obviously (laugh).

For all intents and purposes, a lesbian bar was a place where
average single women that didn’t want to be hit on by men went. So
they looked on a lesbian bar as a kind of women-only paradise.
There were a lot of straight women in lesbian bars.

EF: Do you miss anything about the pre-Internet bar days? If so,
what do you miss most?

RT: No, definitely not.

| think being able to communicate with so many people over the
Internet is great. While | think going to a bar can be a fun experi-
ence, now it's not necessary to have to go to a bar. Now you can
communicate with people, get support, even create opportunities to
do things with friends, groups, even lovers, through texts. | think this
is much healthier and more wholesome.

EF: | agree that the Internet has opened up a whole new world for
lesbians, young and old, to communicate!

16
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. EF: The next few chapters cover lesbian bar culture in
)\ Japan. What were the things you most wanted to express in
these chapters?

RT: | wanted to show that a lesbian bar was a fun place,
something like that. What if the price of drinks was too high,
what would happen if the people were scary, what if | could-
n't get in because | didn't have an introduction. When you
don't know any of these things, a place like a lesbian bar can be
frightening. But the truth is, the people in the bar were really kind and
fun, and | was able to communicate openly with a lot of other cus-
tomers.

These were the kind of things that straight people didn't say, but
those of us here did, that the bar was this kind of place.

EF: So you were focused on the fact that the bars gave you a
community and a place to get information?

RT: Yes. In those days there was no Internet so to get news of places
to meet and the like, there was only Ni-choume and a few nonprofit
organizations (NPOs.)

Before Anise magazine, Monthy Gekko and magazines like that came
out, there wasn't any place for women to exchange letters, and
exchanging letters through the mail took time. Going to a bar was a
way we could meet with people like ourselves and have direct discus-
sions.

In Japan then, it was possible for a teen to drink, the threshold was
much lower. So it was just a typical behavior for a Japanese person.
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continue to work together. Ai-chan worked a bar on Shinjuku San-choume
(next to Ni-choume), and would come with me to Ni-choume events and
clubs, and her drawings about us doing whatever or talking about what-
ever in Ni-choume felt very spontaneous.

EF: What are some thoughts you have about the first edition of Rica in
English?

RT: From the start, all the events that led up to the publishing of Rica 'tte
Kanji!? in English, from the fateful moment when Erica and | met, right
through the production of the book in English, seemed very smooth and
natural; my reaction was that it was the right thing to do.

EF: | met you in 1992, when you came to our very first Yuricon event in
New York City. It was the first time | had ever been in a lesbian bar and
you picked me up! (Just kidding.) You told me you were a manga artist
and when | first read Rica, | knew | wanted to publish it. It wasn'’t the
same old coming out story, and it wasn'’t a love story...it was a story
about a young lesbian’s life. | knew instantly that was exactly the kind of
story | wanted to publish.

| had never published anything before, so | made a lot of mistakes. | had
no idea people hated Comic Sans MS! It looked “good enough” for me,
so that’s why the first half of this book is in Comic Sans MS. Man, have
| been scourged for that choice! (I left it in, because it's part of this
book’s history.) We were originally publishing doujinshi*, so the printing
was small and lower print quality. So, some of the early chapters look
grainy, too, now that we’re reprinting them.

But when | look at the book now, I'm still very pleased with it. Of course,
the story is timeless.... Rica’s art has changed over time, too, but those
first chapters have such a light-heartedness...they still make me smile.

I’'m so pleased to be able to bring this retrospective of your work in to
existence. The world needs more stories about lesbian lives and loves.

*Doujinshi: Small press or self-published Japanese comics



Hello, Erica Friedman and Rica Takashima here. We have been
working together since 2003 on Rica ‘tte Kanji!?, and we
thought it would make a nice feature to let you in to our
thoughts and decisions over the years, so you can understand
some of our feelings as we created this book. Also, Rica ‘tte Kaniji!?
was begun 15 years ago now (oh my god, that long ago?) and
many things have changed since then. We'll be talking before some
of the chapters, but let’s start with the basics!

EF: What were you thinking when you started to draw Rica ‘tte
Kanijil??

RT: In 1994, when | began drawing the first chapters of this
, series, | was 28 years old. My friend Mami-chan, an editor,
had suggested it. "Want to try drawing a manga?" She had just
started up a lesbian magazine and needed writers.

| realized | liked women around high school, but my romantic inter-
est in girls around me had begun earlier, during middle school. |
looked for information about that but, in those days, there wasn't
any real information available. Every once in a while there was a
gay magazine, which | would stand in a gay bookstore and read
obsessively, but not buy.

There were hardly any lesbian-themed novels or manga, maybe a
little fantasy or science fiction, but the endings were always grim,
everyone died. However, | did enjoy looking at photos of female
models in men's magazines.

When | was little, my friends had taken up drawing manga as a
hobby, and | thought | could do that. About that time, Ai-chan, a
friend, expressed feelings of love towards her manager at work
and she drew a comic about it. Somehow, they were able to
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